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it is scarcely necessary to remark that there cannot,
from the manner in which the land revenue has been
settled, be any material increase in its amount for a
considerable number of years. Over a large portion
of the most fertile districts of India, the land revenue
is permanently settled ; the Government having
commuted the land revenue for a fixed annual rent-
charge to be paid in silver. Of the entire land
revenue about one-fifth is derived from the perma-
nently settled districts, and therefore, as far as this
portion is concerned, it is incapable of any augmenta-
tion. In the North-West Provinces, and in' other
parts of India, what are known as thirty years'
settlements prevail. The amount of the land revenue,
in these districts, is fixed for thirty years, and until
the expiration of this period it is of course impossible
that there can be any increased assessment. From
time to time, as these thirty years' settlements fall in,
the land can be reassessed; but many who are most-
competent to express an opinion confidently assert .
that the agricultural classes in India, except in the
pemanently settled districts, where an increase of the
land revenue cannot be obtained, are not in a
condition to bear a heavier assessment.

Although there would thus appear to be no im-
mediate probability of the amount derived from the
land revenue being materially increased, there is